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BACKGROUND

Following from our initial sculpture plinth proposal for Bloor Street, the BIA requested that
we apply the prototype to three more street locations; two sites located on the North-
east and Northwest corners of Windermere Avenue and Bloor, and another on the
northwest corner of Durie Street and Bloor.

All three of these sites have shallow sidewalk widths. The Windermere Avenue sites have
widths of 6 meters, while the Durie Street site has a width of 5 meters. Windermere Ave.
narrows on its western edge to widen the road, consequently reducing existing side-
walk. We have eliminated this condition to retain an even and wide sidewalk width
stretching to Bloor Street. Similarly, we proposed that the western sidewalk of Durie St. be
extended into the road by 1 meter, attaining a common sidewalk width between the
adjacent sites. Windermere Ave., with its two mirrored sites, presents an interesting op-
portunity to showcase both sides of the street, creating a visual connection toward the
parks and parking lots located directly north of Bloor St.’s storefronts.

Unlike our first prototype site with an empty parking lot adjacent both streets, we have
to respond to the presence of retaill commercial bases with residential levels above,
which means that access to apartment entrances and storefronts facing onto Winder-
mere must remain open and accessible.

Left:

Aerial View of the block between Windermere and Durie on Bloor St W
Source: Google Earth

Durie St. in a similar sense has access along its wider edge towards a park, the two
streets have long frontages which are separated by the Bloor subway as either a park or
parking lot. The depth from Bloor Street extends to over 30 meters and presents an ideal
opportunity to utilize this space. Unlike the initial prototype site, attaining Bloor St. front-
age is problematic given the pressure of pedestrian crosswalks and other impediments
that would squander the existing healthy Bloor Street frontages which already contain
an assortment of utilities and public urban street elements.
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Western Sidewalk of Windermere Ave (facing south)
Image Source: Google Maps

Eastern Sidewalk of Windermere Ave (facing south)
Image Source: Google Maps

Western Sidewalk of Durie St. (facing south)

Image Source: Google Maps September, 2020
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Public Art Precedent:

Jaume Plensa

Opposite:

“Dreaming” Jaume Plensa, 2017

Polyester Resin, Marble Dust, stone plinth

Richmond Adelaide Center, Financial District (installed 2020)

Left:

“silvia, laura, asia, maria, minna, carla, laurelle”

Jaume Plensa, 2019

Cast Iron

City of Arts and Sciences, Valencia, Spain
Photographs by Mikel Ponce, Designboom

September, 2020



September, 2020

A R A Sy,
| v e T = A




Plinth Precedent: ™ ,
First Canadian Place Seating = Bl i T

v : = = - - - - 5 .
3 ¥ ~ - 4 =
4 A lag o = - ~
t
1
I -
T
T 3
s ty e

Plinth Seating, First Canadian Place, Financial Distric, Toronto

Stone, Concrete Base
Installed 2012 as aprt of FCP Renovations
September, 2020

Photographs: Brown + Storey
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1.Existing sidewalks divded into 2-meter bands
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the three sites, the challenge is to
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2.Roads narrowed to increase sidewalk width to 6 meters

Consequently the plinth’s ideal
position would be between two
pedestrian access lines, allowing
the site of the sculpture to float
between the two areas of public
circulation; and in turn creates
multiple viewpoints along the
length of the sidewalk for sight-
lines and viewing potentials for
the art work as well as seating.
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3. Insertion of Plinths

We are proposing that a cata-
logue of these plinth site be set
up with a range of possible dif-
ferent configurations and combi-
nations, from which the BIA can
determine what best fits their
needs. This catalogue of plinths
could be easily identified and,
dimensioned, and positioned to
assist in the selection of artists and
artworks, or allow choice to facil-
itate artist’s site selection them-
selves.
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4. Plinth Variations

~

The adjacent homes, apart-
ments, and storeowners could
give potential options that best
reflect their retail needs, visibility,
and intensity. Allowing that each
art piece is different, with differ-
ent manners of presentation, the
plinth needs a level of neutrality
which does not sacrifice quality.

Durie Street
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5. Plinth Variations

\

Given that the plinths can be
either singular or form a series
allows the BIA to determine the
degree of intensities and quantity
for the City and BIA, allowing for
budgets to determine the num-
ber of these plinths that can be
built, allowing for discretion in the
position and order of their installa-
tion. That can as well be calculat-
ed with interest generated both
by the artists, the Bloor village,
and the public.
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6. Reduced Quantity of Plinths at Site

\

Again, a range of different spac-
es and combinations can be
determined and support flexibility
and selectivity.

Site locations could alternatively
be composed of single or multi-
ple plinths varying in length and
punctuation between art sculp-
ture sites creating various kinds of
multiple or singular intensities.

@ 0 10m 1:250 @ 11x17
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Plinth Categories

The basic plinth prototype is characterized by an h-shaped raised surface with a wid-
ened area for sculptures, seating, and small plantings along an extended edge which
forms the potential profile. The general idea is to utilize this basic configuration of a plinth
surface, wall, and seating in a multiplicity of different way that allow for options and
choice. For instance, the extended 3-meter length of sidewalk can be constructed in
a sequence of small lengths of plinths and seats, giving these sequential sites allow for
more integration between pedestrian access and movement around the site, thus en-
dorsing the artistic merits of these sites that allow for a full movement around them.
Equally possible are longer strips of these plinths in a connected pattern. The low walls
work with the plinths surface creating seating options that allow for multiple seating
orientations alternating from side to side of the street, highlighting the placement and
established points between “gaps” in the plinths.

Right: Plans depicting the layers and details of the proposed Plinths for
Windermere Avenue and Durie Street.

September, 2020



- b - bis e i P e - T P b
- - - - - - - - - - - -~
. . - ~ - S - . . - F .
. S . ~ . ] . Y . - * .
. Y N ~ . . . “ . ~ . .
. Y . . . . . . . . + a
+ . ! By [ . + . + . + %
‘ . ) 0 " . [ \ ¢ 0 ‘ )
) " ¢ \ ] \ ‘ “ i \ f) "
1 [ ‘ \ ¢ 1 ] \ + 1 ) "
[ 1 I [ : [ ) [} ] [ ] [}
I [ ] i ] ' ] 1 1 ' i [
] 1 ' [l " ' " 1 ] [l ] 1
" ' [ 1 [ 1 [ ' ' 1 ' '
) ® i 1 L] h i ® 1 b L] i | ® H 1 [ ] '
1 i ' i ' i ' ] 1 ' 1 ]
L) v [} [ [} i [ v 1 i L ]
L ’ [ 1 [} ¥ [ ‘ 1 N 1 ‘
" [ L) ' 1 ’ [ [ [ ' " i
“ ) " + “ + " ' A + \ [
0y l " . " . \ f . . Y f
. g “ + N ’ \ ‘ 5 ’ . ‘
(S ‘ . . . # . . “ . . ‘
- - S . (S . . . ~ . . ’
~ . . - - . - - . - . .
. . - - . - . - S - - -
Y - *u - Y P S - e Fig *a -

2000 mm

2000 mm 2000 mm 2000 mm

2000 mm
(vi)

2000 mm
(v) (iv) (iii) (ii) (i)
Opening of Wall Intersection of Wall Sculpture & Plantings Lighting Striation Plinth

2m 1:50 @ 11x17

September, 2020



Above: Axonometric and Elevation of plinth variation
with seating wall and possible sculpture site.

Character, Maintenance
and Robustness

In contrast to most street BIA furniture repertoires, our proposed plinth
art pieces are unique and are intended to make one distinguish the
Bloor St. art installations in a unique way. The multiple raised plinth seg-
ments with a surface for art/sculpture as well as seating are made from
naturalized stone placed on top of a In-Situ concrete base. The seat
heights and wall segments have multiple purposes that can be utilized
by the BIA for events.

For the artist and their works the plinth surface acts as a horizontal can-
vas for their positioning of art is the best location to exhibit their work,
while the 2-meter width is restricted in its width, it nevertheless can
stretch in length to match required needs. The width of the sidewalk
determines the horizontal space available, because of the low plinth
height and adequate stone patterning and edging which can prevent
damage along this surface.
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Above: Axonometric and Elevation of plinth variation
with large planter bed and possible sculpture .site.

Correctly done, this surface treatment (see Dundas Square Benches)
are designed for pedestrian comfort and enjoyment without appeatr-
ing harsh or mean-minded in in an overly protective and institutional
manner. The stone top and detailing support the site of the sculpture in
a robust manner, creating a floating effect. The single plinth’s position
above the sidewalk surface make it distinct from the sidewalk, which
could also be decorated with a patterned surface which can visually
link an archipelago of sites along Bloor St. set apart, raised up, and
easily accessible.

Locations for other repetitive elements such as garbage cans and
lighting can be located such as not to deter these sites, but provide
adjacent access for plastics, coffee cups, etc. which inevitably collect.
The stone surfaces have a variety of finishes from a honed, flamed, or
water jet-cut finish, with sealed surfaces to prevent and minimize stain,
with sealed granite surfaces which does not age or discolour, offering
the archipelago a series of plinths different colours and textures.
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Proposal on Alternate Site:
Updated Design from Previous Submission

Opposite: Rendering of Plinth and Sculpture at the intersection of Tuner Updates of Previous work for Turner &
Above: Elevation of Plinth and Possible Sculpture and Porter Streets with Bloor Street. Porter Streets, Bloor BIA September, 2020



Updates of Previous work for Turner &
Porter Streets, Bloor BIA September, 2020



Proposal on Alternate Site:
Updated Design from Previous Submission

Opposite: Rendering of Plinth and Sculpture at the intersection of Tuner Updates of Previous work for Turner &
Above: Section of Plinth and Possible Sculpture and Porter Streets with Bloor Street. Porter Streets, Bloor BIA September, 2020



Updates of Previous work for Turner &
Porter Streets, Bloor BIA September, 2020



Proposal on Alternate Site:
Updated Design from Previous Submission
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Opposite: Rendering of Plinth and Sculpture at the intersection of Tuner Updates of Previous work for Turner &

Above: Plan of Plinth and Possible Sculpture and Porter Streets with Bloor Street. Porter Streets, Bloor BIA September, 2020



Updates of Previous work for Turner &
Porter Streets, Bloor BIA September, 2020



Design Options

BLOOR STREET

PATTERNED SURFACE

WILLARD AVENUE
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LOW FRAMING WALL & SCREEN

Updates of Previous work for Turner &
Porter Streets, Bloor BIA
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Initial Concept Sketches
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Updates of Previous work for Turner &

Porter Streets, Bloor BIA September, 2020



Design Options

BLOOR STREET

PLINTH BASE
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Updates of Previous work for Turner &
Porter Streets, Bloor BIA September, 2020



Design Options

/—‘: - 1060 ol .
T 100 | ,
‘ PLANTED HEDGE N
I QV 3 Ly [
_ : X L
| \ \\ 1400 |
s 900 | ~ 500 -/ /
\T 4% 1200 'r 1200 !/ P = .o :.'; . 4': A
400 S WY 4 g e e
| I | m A G . -~ L - 4,
~ | N . " - " i H by 4. I| |
: % ‘ b ‘A 4 E 4 /' : Ny : e “ E = G a Aq q.| » o ? f k
// F— 500 —; , « " \
% / e \
CONCRETE SIDEWALK— PRECAST CURB * . 4 b —EXISTING CURB
SET IN SIDEWALK B "
4 s 4 ‘ “4

Updates of Previous work for Turner &
Porter Streets, Bloor BIA September, 2020



