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Durie St. in a similar sense has access along its wider edge towards a park, the two 
streets have long frontages which are separated by the Bloor subway as either a park or 
parking lot.  The depth from Bloor Street extends to over 30 meters and presents an ideal 
opportunity to utilize this space. Unlike the initial prototype site, attaining Bloor St. front-
age is problematic given the pressure of pedestrian crosswalks and other impediments 
that would squander the existing healthy Bloor Street frontages which already contain 
an assortment of utilities and public urban street elements. 

Following from our initial sculpture plinth proposal for Bloor Street, the BIA requested that 
we apply the prototype to three more street locations; two sites located on the North-
east and Northwest corners of  Windermere Avenue and Bloor, and another on the 
northwest corner of Durie Street and Bloor. 

All three of these sites have shallow sidewalk widths. The Windermere Avenue sites have 
widths of 6 meters, while the Durie Street site has a width of 5 meters. Windermere Ave. 
narrows on its western edge to widen the road, consequently reducing existing side-
walk. We have eliminated this condition to retain an even and wide sidewalk width 
stretching to Bloor Street. Similarly, we proposed that the western sidewalk of Durie St. be 
extended into the road by 1 meter, attaining a common sidewalk width between the 
adjacent sites. Windermere Ave., with its two mirrored sites, presents an interesting op-
portunity to showcase both sides of the street, creating a visual connection toward the 
parks and parking lots located directly north of Bloor St.’s storefronts. 

Unlike our fi rst prototype site with an empty parking lot adjacent both streets, we have 
to respond to the presence of retail commercial bases with residential levels above, 
which means that access to apartment entrances and storefronts facing onto Winder-
mere must remain open and accessible. 

September, 2020
Eastern Sidewalk of Windermere Ave (facing south)
Image Source: Google Maps

Western Sidewalk of Windermere Ave (facing south)
Image Source: Google Maps

Western Sidewalk of Durie St. (facing south)
Image Source: Google Maps

Left::
Aerial View of the block between Windermere and Durie on Bloor St W
Source: Google Earth
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Public Art  Precedent:
Jaume Plensa

Opposite:
“Dreaming” Jaume Plensa, 2017 
Polyester Resin, Marble Dust, stone plinth 
Richmond Adelaide Center, Financial District (installed 2020)

Left:
“silvia, laura, asia, maria, minna, carla, laurelle”
Jaume Plensa, 2019
Cast Iron
City of Arts and Sciences, Valencia, Spain
Photographs by Mikel Ponce, Designboom
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Pl inth Precedent:
F i rst  Canadian Place Seating

Plinth Seating, First Canadian Place, Financial Distric, Toronto
Stone, Concrete Base
Installed 2012 as aprt of FCP Renovations
Photographs: Brown + Storey
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Given the space available on 
the three sites, the challenge is to 
balance safe pedestrian access 
with a suitable width of sidewalk 
and the need to create ade-
quate space for placement of 
the plinth and public art; as well 
as responding correctly to the 
building face, allowing for ac-
cess along its edge and the outer 
sidewalk. 
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Consequently the plinth’s ideal 
position would be between two 
pedestrian access lines, allowing 
the site of the sculpture to fl oat 
between the two areas of public 
circulation; and in turn creates 
multiple viewpoints along the 
length of the sidewalk for sight-
lines and viewing potentials for 
the art work as well as seating.
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We are proposing that a cata-
logue of these plinth site be set 
up with a range of possible dif-
ferent confi gurations and combi-
nations, from which the BIA can 
determine what best fi ts their 
needs. This catalogue of plinths 
could be easily identifi ed and, 
dimensioned, and positioned to 
assist in the selection of artists and 
artworks, or allow choice to facil-
itate artist’s site selection them-
selves. 
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The adjacent homes, apart-
ments, and storeowners could 
give potential options that best 
refl ect their retail needs, visibility, 
and intensity. Allowing that each 
art piece is different, with differ-
ent manners of presentation, the 
plinth needs a level of neutrality 
which does not sacrifi ce quality. 
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Given that the plinths can be 
either singular or form a series 
allows the BIA to determine the 
degree of intensities and quantity 
for the City and BIA, allowing for 
budgets to determine the num-
ber of these plinths that can be 
built, allowing for discretion in the 
position and order of their installa-
tion. That can as well be calculat-
ed with interest generated both 
by the artists, the Bloor village, 
and the public. 
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Again, a range of different spac-
es and combinations can be 
determined and support fl exibility 
and selectivity. 
Site locations could alternatively 
be composed of single or multi-
ple plinths varying in length and 
punctuation between art sculp-
ture sites creating various kinds of 
multiple or singular intensities.
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Pl inth Categories
The basic plinth prototype is characterized by an h-shaped raised surface with a wid-
ened area for sculptures, seating, and small plantings along an extended edge which 
forms the potential profi le. The general idea is to utilize this basic confi guration of a plinth 
surface, wall, and seating in a multiplicity of different way that allow for options and 
choice. For instance, the extended 3-meter length of sidewalk can be constructed in 
a sequence of small lengths of plinths and seats, giving these sequential sites allow for 
more integration between pedestrian access and movement around the site, thus en-
dorsing the artistic merits of these sites that allow for a full movement around them. 
Equally possible are longer strips of these plinths in a connected pattern. The low walls 
work with the plinths surface creating seating options that allow for multiple seating 
orientations alternating from side to side of the street, highlighting the placement and 
established points between “gaps” in the plinths. 

Right: Plans depicting the layers and details of the proposed Plinths for 
Windermere Avenue and Durie Street.
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0 2m 1:50 @ 11x17 September, 2020

Sculpture & Plantings StriationOpening of Wall Lighting PlinthIntersection of Wall
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InIn c conontrtrasast t toto m mosost t ststrereetet B BIAIA f fururninituturere r repeperertotoirireses, , ouour r prpropopososeded p plilintnth h 
arart t pipiececeses a arere u uniniquque e anand d arare e inintetendndeded t to o mamakeke o onene d disistitingnguiuishsh t thehe  
BlBloooor r StSt. . arart t ininststalallalatitionons s inin a a u uniniquque e waway.y. T Thehe m mulultitiplple e raraisiseded p plilintnth h seseg-g-
mementnts s wiwithth a a s sururfafacece f foror a artrt/s/scuculplptuturere a as s wewellll a as s seseatatining g arare e mamadede f frorom m 
nanatuturaralilizezed d ststonone e plplacaceded o on n totop p ofof a a I In-n-SiSitutu c cononcrcretete e babasese. . ThThe e seseatat  
heheigighthts s anand d wawallll s segegmementnts s hahaveve m mulultitiplple e pupurprpososeses t thahat t cacan n bebe u utitililizezedd
byby t thehe B BIAIA f foror e eveventnts.s.  

FoFor r ththe e arartitistst a andnd t theheirir w wororksks t thehe p plilintnth h susurfrfacace e acactsts a as s a a hohoririzozontntalal c canan--
vavas s fofor r ththeieir r poposisititiononining g ofof a artrt i is s ththe e bebestst l lococatatioion n toto e exhxhibibitit t theheirir w worork,k,  
whwhilile e ththe e 2-2-memeteter r wiwidtdth h isis r resestrtricicteted d inin i itsts w wididthth, , itit n nevevererththelelesess s cacan n 
ststreretctch h inin l lenengtgth h toto m matatchch r reqequiuirered d neneededs.s. T Thehe w wididthth o of f ththe e sisidedewawalklk  
dedetetermrminineses t thehe h hororizizonontatal l spspacace e avavaiailalablble,e, b bececauausese o of f ththe e lolow w plplininthth  
heheigightht a andnd a adedeququatate e ststonone e papattttererniningng a andnd e edgdgining g whwhicich h cacan n prprevevenent t 
dadamamagege a alolongng t thihis s susurfrfacace.e.  

Above: Axonometric and Elevation of plinth variation
with seating wall and possible sculpture site. 
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CoCorrrrecectltly y dodonene, , ththisis s sururfafacece t trereatatmementnt ( (sesee e DuDundndasas S Sququarare e BeBencnchehes)s)  
arare e dedesisigngneded f foror p pededesestrtriaian n cocomfmforort t anand d enenjojoymymenent t wiwiththouout t apappepearar--
ining g haharsrsh h oror m meaean-n-mimindndeded i in n inin a an n ovovererlyly pprorotetectctivive e anand d ininststititututioionanall
mamannnnerer. . ThThe e ststonone e totop p anand d dedetataililining g susupppporort t ththe e sisitete o of f ththe e scscululptpturure e inin  
a a rorobubustst m manannener,r, c crereatatining g a a fl fl oaoatitingng e effffecect.t. T Thehe s sininglgle e plplininthth’s’s p pososititioion n 
ababovove e ththe e sisidedewawalklk s sururfafacece m makake e itit d disistitincnct t frfromom t thehe s sididewewalalk,k, w whihichch  
cocoululd d alalsoso b be e dedecocorarateted d wiwithth a a p patatteternrneded s sururfafacece w whihichch c canan v visisuauallllyy
lilinknk a an n ararchchipipelelagago o ofof s sititeses a alolongng B Blolooror S St.t. s setet a apapartrt, , raraisiseded u up,p, a andnd  
eaeasisilyly a accccesessisiblble.e.  

LoLocacatitionons s fofor r ototheher r rerepepetitititiveve e elelemementnts s susuchch a as s gagarbrbagage e cacansns a andnd  
lilighghtitingng c canan b be e lolocacateted d susuchch a as s nonot t toto d deteterer t thehesese s sititeses, , bubut t prprovovidide e 
adadjajacecentnt a accccesess s fofor r plplasastiticscs, , cocoffffeeee c cupups,s, e etctc. . whwhicich h ininevevititabablyly c colollelectct..
ThThe e ststonone e susurfrfacaceses h havave e a a vavaririetety y ofof fi fi n nisishehes s frfromom a a h hononeded, , fl fl amameded, , oror  
wawateter r jejet-t-cucut t fi fi ninishsh, , wiwithth s seaealeled d susurfrfacaceses t to o prprevevenent t anand d mimininimimizeze s statainin,,
wiwithth s seaealeled d grgrananitite e susurfrfacaceses w whihichch d doeoes s nonot t agage e oror d disiscocololourur, , ofoffeferiringng  
ththe e ararchchipipelelagago o a a seseririeses o of f plplininthths s didiffffererenent t cocololoururs s anand d tetextxturureses..

Above: Axonometric and Elevation of plinth variation
with large planter bed and possible sculpture .site.
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Updates of Previous work for Turner & 
Porter Streets, Bloor BIAAbove: Elevation of Plinth and Possible Sculpture

Opposite: Rendering of Plinth and Sculpture at the intersection of Tuner 
and Porter Streets with Bloor Street.
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Updates of Previous work for Turner & 
Porter Streets, Bloor BIA

Proposal on Alternate Si te: 
Updated Design from Previous Submission

Above: Section of Plinth and Possible Sculpture
Opposite: Rendering of Plinth and Sculpture at the intersection of Tuner 
and Porter Streets with Bloor Street.
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Updates of Previous work for Turner & 
Porter Streets, Bloor BIA

Proposal on Alternate Si te: 
Updated Design from Previous Submission

Above: Plan of Plinth and Possible Sculpture
Opposite: Rendering of Plinth and Sculpture at the intersection of Tuner 
and Porter Streets with Bloor Street.
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Updates of Previous work for Turner & 
Porter Streets, Bloor BIA

Design Options
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Porter Streets, Bloor BIA

Ini t ial  Concept Sketches
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Design Options
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