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Transformation: Avenue Road to Avenue Park to Park Avenue

Concepts for Expanding the Public Realm on Avenue Road
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Executive Summary

This study proposes a re-imagining of Avenue Road from Bloor Street to St. Clair Av-
enue to return it to its prominent role in the city’s public realm by reducing six lanes
of speeding traffic to four and creating new public space. This new space would
increase the area for sidewalks by 240% and accommodate 580 new trees.

Avenue Road, which was established as a major civic boulevard in its original form,
punctuated by the Queen’s Park precinct in the south to Upper Canada College in
the north, lost its grandeur in the 1950s when, along with scores of other streets in
Toronto, it was widened to accommodate motor vehicles. This intensification came
at the expense of public space, verges, front gardens, sidewalks, lighting, and street
addresses, but nowhere was it so destructive as it was for Avenue Road, which had
been a tree-lined thoroughfare. This study suggests a reversal through tested ur-
ban design methods, precedents, visualization, research and focused directions for
action.

By reversing the lane widening of the 1950s, this study seeks to address key issues
of pedestrian safety. The widening of the vehicle lanes has left the sidewalks danger-
ously narrow, with the danger increased by six lanes of speeding traffic. By reducing
lanes for vehicles from six to four, as with south of Queen’s Park on University Ave-
nue, the sidewalk can regain a more generous width that will provide a safer route
for the many residents and school children who use Avenue Road as a primary daily
route.

The full Right of Way (ROW) width for Avenue Road is 25 metres. Currently, that is
divided between six vehicle lanes (for a total width of 20 metres) and two sidewalks
at 2.5 metres each. At some points, however, the sidewalks are as narrow as 1.4
metres, below the city’s guideline. The reduction of lanes to four, for a total width

of 13.32 metres, would allow for an asymmetrical distribution of pedestrian / public
space with a widened 3.5-metre sidewalk on one side, and 8.17 metres on the other.
The asymmetrical arrangement is a key strategy for the study, allowing for the estab-
lishment of a significant linear park, with enough width for a double line of trees and
generous sidewalks.

This new linear park is transformative at a civic scale. The Avenue Road Park could
become a key linkage in the City of Toronto’s Park Ring concept of interconnected
public spaces encircling the city, while also forging new potential linkages to the
Greenline and strengthened connections to Ramsden Park. This new public network
would also become the northern partner to University Park, the recently proposed
reconstruction of University Avenue to the south, where a similar reduction in traffic
lanes and shifting of the newly achieved public realm into an asymmetric arrange-
ment offers the opportunity to become a major civic promenade.

Avenue Road Park, at a local context, is equally transformational. The 1950s road
widening created a highway where the accommodation of vehicles was paramount,
when in fact Avenue Road is a richly populated city street with main street shops,
institutions, parks, schools, and residential buildings. The six car lanes created not
just minimal and unsafe pedestrian sidewalks, but also a great divide between one
side and the other, where a more urbane street section once existed. This new
cross-street condition made in this study begins to stitch together this divide, where
neighbourhoods can become reconnected, and crossing the street from one side to
another does not become a dare-devilish act.

Specific sections of the Avenue Road Park study show views of the proposed linear
park, the structured verge as a new landscape, detailed plans and intersections.
Special attention is paid to the crossing at Davenport Road, connections to Ramsden
Park, reconnecting fragmented parks and to making new special urban places at De
La Salle College, completed by Avenue Road’s historic context and urban analysis
mapping series.

This study shows how a return of balance to the space for pedestrians and vehicles
would revitalize a key boulevard in the city. The reduction of lanes would offer a side-
walk esplanade with a new urban tree canopy, putting the needs of the pedestrian
front and centre. The study documents the existing conditions of the thoroughfare,
and explores options for reducing lanes in favour of the public realm. It shows, block
by block, the resulting transformation of the sidewalk and verge accompanied by 3D
views. Archival photographs and Goad’s fire insurance mapping of 1884 and 1890*
show what was lost when the space for vehicles was expanded and the mapping

of civic relationships and physical attributes show what can be recovered for a new
generation of residents.

The rediscovery of Avenue Road can be a major part of the city’s infrastructure of
public space networks that will have benefits of greening, interconnection and gen-
erosity to the pedestrian for a new generation of active citizens.

July 7%, 2021

*Goad'’s fire insurance plans were produced by the Charles E. Goad Company as a record of buildings,
materials, fire appliances and waterworks systems for the fire insurance industry and provide a remark-
able record of Toronto’s evolution.

Reinventing the Avenue
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Reinventing the Avenue and the Rebirth of the Promenade

A Proposal for Canada’s Street

Pears Ave.

Chicora Ave.

Dupont St.

CP Railway Line Macpherson Ave.

Introduction

The plans, sections and views of ‘Reinventing the Avenue’ are the latest stage in an
ongoing initiative to transform Avenue Road from Bloor Street to St. Clair Avenue
by reducing traffic lanes - providing a beautiful and functional public realm that was
taken away in the road widening of the 1950's.

The recent announcement of civic improvements for University Avenue from Bloor
to Queen Street — ‘Rebirth of the Promenade’ (Globe + Mail) is a timely complement
to the Avenue Road exploration of ideas. Avenue Road is a natural extension of the
"Promenade’, punctuating the strong axial relationship down its length with the spire
of Upper Canada College paired with Queen’s Park to the south. While the scope and
scale of the University Avenue Promenade is enormous, taking in complete precincts
of medicine, law courts and the University of Toronto, its relationship to Avenue
Road nevertheless raises political and strategic questions.

A reinvented public realm for Avenue Road makes a better case for the immediate
need for primary and fundamental changes. University Avenue already has ame-

nities like wide sidewalks, parks, and institutions, albeit in a fragmented state that
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Roxborough St. W

would greatly benefit from a transformative design. But Avenue Road’s sidewalks are
dangerously narrow and are a real pedestrian hazard set next to six lanes of speed-
ing traffic, having lost all of their trees in the road widening of the 1950’s along with
accessible neighbourhood connections and the degraded role of small parks.

A key element of the ‘Promenade’ initiative that helps the ‘Avenue’ is the traffic
study that was included in the ‘University Park’ proposal that substantiates the
reduction of 6 lanes to 4 lanes. (This reduction has been temporarily installed on
University Avenue.) It seems reasonable to extrapolate that the reduction of 4 lanes,
in particular between Bloor Street and Queen’s Park, could be a feasible proposition
north of Bloor Street, and that the traffic study used to back up the University Ave-
nue transformation could come up with the same results if extended north of Bloor
Street.

While there are substantial differences in character and functionality with University
Avenue, Avenue Road is nevertheless populated with institutions, residential apart-
ments, neighbourhoods, community parks and ravine fragments. The more extensive

Marlborough Dr.

Macpherson Ave.

residential component of Avenue Road should in fact point more significantly to the

need for an enjoyable, attractive, and safe public realm, with safe conditions for peo-
ple living in the residential precincts and children attending schools depending upon

the sidewalk as a primary route.

Ward 19 Councillor Mike Layton has recently commented on Twitter about the
"Promenade’ for University Avenue: ’Let’s imagine our streets for future genera-
tions. A project like this is possible and Toronto needs to show leadership city staff to
report back in early 2021 on future of University Ave”.

‘Reinventing the Avenue’ should now be asserted as integral to a comprehensive
totality that gives Toronto its most significant civic axis. The mapping, archival photo-
graphs and analytical drawings of the Avenue initiative detail and confirm its primary
role in the city that was severely diminished when Avenue Road was widened, and
the sidewalks decimated. The plans, sections, and views of Avenue Road show how
it can be reinvented for a new generation with generosity, imagination and civic
leadership.

CP Railway Line



Reinventing the Avenue

McMaster Ave. Cottingham St. Poplar Plains Cres.

Cottingham St. Oaklands Ave.
Connecting Community Objectives Elements
¢ Between two sides of the avenue. ¢ A return of balance to car and pedestrian space. ¢ A green sidewalk esplanade with a new urban tree canopy
* Between the parks along the avenue. ¢ Offering a relaxing, safe, and people friendly atmosphere that adapts to adjacent ¢ A continuous structured verge with trees and vegetation that creates a continuous
contexts specific to Avenue road. and unifying formal gesture along the Avenue.
¢ Between larger natural and infrastructural systems.
¢ Deploying abundant vegetation with an iconic landscape along the avenue. * Boundary parks and adjacent space enhanced with terraces, public art, perfor-
e Creating a more coherent and balanced relationship mance space, furniture, and mature trees.
between vehicles, traffic, and pedestrian space. ¢ Making pedestrian needs front and center, shifting focus and space from vehicles.

¢ Initiating a leap in quality for users, groups, institutions, and communities adjacent
to Avenue Rd.
Aerial view of Avenue Road looking west
between Pears Avenue, and Poplar Plains
Crescent. Image Source: Google Earth

Avenue Road Coalition 5



Avenue Road Linear Park

Proposed condition of Avenue Road and
the new entrance to Ramsden Park, fac-
ing south towards Davenport Rd.
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Reinventing the Avenue

Existing condition of Avenue Road
looking south from Davenport.
Source: Brown + Storey Architects Inc.
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Avenue Road Linear Park
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The new Avenue at Davenport Rd, facing
North towards new tower blocks at Rams-
den Park.
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Reinventing the Avenue
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Existing condition of Avenue Road
looking North towards Davenport Rd.
Source: Brown + Storey Architects Inc.
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Avenue Road Linear Park
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Proposed condition of the Avenue south
of Davenport Rd, with the row of flower-
shops flanked by new developments.
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Reinventing the Avenue

Existing condition of the
Avenue and Davenport.
Source: Brown + Storey Architects Inc.
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Avenue Road Linear Park

Proposed condition of Avenue Road
and the new entrance to Ramsden Park,
facing south towards Davenport Rd.
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Reinventing the Avenue

Existing condition of Avenue Road
looking south from Davenport.
Source: Brown + Storey Architects Inc.
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Avenue Road Linear Park

Proposed condition of Avenue Road including bike lanes,
facing south towards Davenport Rd.
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Reinventing the Avenue

=

Existing condition of Avenue Road
looking north from Davenport.
Source: Brown + Storey Architects Inc.
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Avenue Road Linear Park

Proposed condition of the Avenue south
of Davenport Rd, including bike lanes.
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Reinventing the Avenue

Existing condition of Avenue Road
looking south from Boswell Avenue Parkette.
Source: Brown + Storey Architects Inc.
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Sidewalk Distribution Possibilities

Avenue Road
Typical Existing Condition

The existing avenue consists of a 25-me-
ter right-of-way (ROW) with slight varia-
tions along its length. The stretch of Ave-
nue Rd. between St. Clair Ave. and Bloor
St. W contains 6 lanes of traffic across 20
meters, leaving sidewalks approximately
2.5 meters wide, and as narrow as 1.4
meters in certain locations.

Avenue Rd. north of St. Clair Ave. has

a wider right-of-way of meters, with 4
lanes of traffic and substantially wider
sidewalks. The spacious lawns of the
mid-century apartment towers which
line the avenue create greater separation
between the sidewalk and the avenue.
Avenue Rd. south of Bloor St. also has
four lanes of traffic with substantially
wider sidewalks leading south to Queen’s
Park.

The Avenue is dominated by car traffic,
with pedestrian space existing as a left-
over space. The width of the road given
to traffic has destroyed pedestrian con-
nections along and across it. The already
narrow and dangerous sidewalks are
further compromised by the placement
of light and telephone poles, which often
sit in the middle of the sidewalk.

The sidewalk and esplanade are tree-
less, with no vegetation or supporting
mediators. Where the sidewalk encoun-
ters gradients, or is subjected to bridge
underpasses, safety barriers crowd what
little space exists.

The Avenue lacks any of the qualities of

an urban boulevard, instead resembling

a highway running through the center of
the neighborhood.
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Alternative 1:
Symmetrical Sidewalks

In the first alternative, six lanes of
traffic @ 3.33m equalling 20m are re-
duced to four lanes @ 3.33m equalling
13.32m, gaining 6.68m that is added
symmetrically to both sides of Ave-
nue Road. This increases the existing
2.5m sidewalk to 5.83m on each side,
creating a more generous public realm
with opportunities to accommodate

a substantial urban tree canopy and
redistribution of street infrastructure
elements.

Removing two lanes of traffic provides
a substantial spatial shift that would
be needed to accomplish a meaningful
transformation in the rebuilding / rein-
venting of the Avenue.

In addition to removing two traffic
lanes, the remaining four lanes can

be further reduced in width to com-
plement a reduced speed limit. These
changes will substantially improve
pedestrian safety, comfort, and create
new qualities by connecting to adjacent
parks.

The wider sidewalk esplanade has

the potential to be expanded north of
St. Clair Ave. to Lonsdale Rd. outside
Upper Canada College, as well as to the
south below Bloor Street, influencing
the improvement planning for Queen’s
Park and University Avenue south of
College Street.

\ /
N v /
> < 1 [o]
v N \
/ \ .
/ \ N
{ [o] \ >
\ / 4
\ / 4
N v /
> < ¢ [o]
/ N \
/ \ \
/ \ N
{ [o] \ >
\ / 4
\ / /
N Y /
> < ¢ [o]
/ AN \
/ \ |
/ \ N
{ [o] \ >
\ / /
\ / 4
N v /
> < 1 [o]
v N \
/ \ .
/ \ N
{ [o] \ >
\ / 4
\ / 4
N v /
> < 4 []
/ N \
/ \ .
/ \ N
{ [o] \ >
\ / /
\ /| /
\ / [
> <
. . \ L]

6.5

L 25.0




Sidewalk Distribution Possibilities

Alternative 2:
Asymmetrical Sidewalks

In the asymmetrical configuration, the
space gained by the reduction of six lanes
to four is distributed unequally to create
a mdoestly increased sidewalk on one
side from 2.5m to 3.5m with a concen-
tration of gained space on the other side,
creating a large eplanade with a width of
8.17m. This width provides the opportu-
nity of creating a substantial linear park
and esplanade. This wider linear espla-
nade has implications for the full extent
to future improvements north of Avenue
Road to Upper Canada college as well as
south to Queen’s Park below University
Avenue.

Shifting vehicular traffic to the east max-
imizes potentials for civic improvement.
Multiple possibilities exist for the espla-
nade that have large scale potentials,
with sidewalks widening to such an ex-
tent that the intervention could instead
be considered a linear park.

Both the symmetrical and the asym-
metrical alternates have the capacity to
transform the nature of Avenue Road, in
bringing together both sides of the street
that were previously driven apart by the
number of lanes and the speed of the
traffic. The asymmetrical version, how-
ever, presents a unique opportunity to
create a new linear park that would have
the capacity to make significant linkages
to other open space networks.

\/

Alternative 3: Asymmetrical
Sidewalks with bike lanes

The new asymmetrical configuration of
Avenue can be adapted to accommodate
a two-way bike lane. This configuration
would create a 3.0 m sidewalk width on
the west side of the Avenue, and expand
the linear park on the east side to an
average width of 9.0 m. The linear park is
composed of parallel spaces which form
a wide, continuous, and level surface
between the curb and property edge.

The outermost layer are the 2.3 m wide
structured verges, followed by 3.0 m bike
lane broken into two 1.5 m wide lanes.
The structured verges protect cyclists
from vehicle traffic more effectively than
the city’s existing prefabricated concrete
barriers by providing shade and con-
taining water runoff and snow. Spaces
between the verges can also be utilized
for cycling infrastructure such as Bike
Share Stations.

The next layer consists of a 1.0 m wide
strip containing a second row of trees
along with lighting and small multi-use
canopy structures which can serve as
information signs, or even cantilever out
to form bus stations. The innermost layer
is the pedestrian sidewalk, which can
expand into the 1.0 m strip when cir-
cumstances require to increase sidewalk
width.

Reinventing the Avenue
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The Structured Verge

The “Green Verge” (verge referring to an edge or border) has a long history with respect to its role as a planted
edge to streets and avenues. By creating a distinct liminal space between the sidewalk and the roadbed wide
enough to contain trees and other vegetation, it can enhance pedestrian safety and comfort by constraining the
ability to jaywalk, as well as providing a barrier of trees and shrubs against both car traffic and the elements.

In turn, it creates a zone where rainwater and snow can be safely and efficiently collected without obstructing
either car or pedestrian movement. The widening of Avenue Road in the late 1950’s dramatically reduced both
sidewalk width and the distance between curb and building front. This eliminated both mature trees and areas
for snow which had added to both pedestrian comfort and efficiency of the Avenue.

While the initial installation in the 19th century of verges along streets in Toronto relied upon wide lawn and
sidewalk space, the expansion of road traffic inevitably means a rethinking of the verge from an open strip of
greenery to an integrated physical structure. Transforming the verge into a physical object rising above the level
of the curb can also perceptually expand the amount of hard surface space available for pedestrian use, while
accommodating lines of trees, and managing the flow of water towards them to reduce water and energy con-
sumption.

To do this, the new “Structured Verge” replaces the ordinary curb, replacing it with elements of stone or precast
concrete with a distinct sloping profiles towards the outside and inside space of the sidewalk. The resulting pro-
file of the Verge would take the form of an obtuse triangle whose longest edge negotiates the change in grade
between sidewalk and street.

The sloping sides of the Structured Verge direct water which gathers at “creases”, or junctures with the street or
sidewalk, flowing parallel to the sidewalk along the crease to collect in the verge’s garden beds. The verge there-
by utilizes rain fall rather than disposing of it in storm drains, reducing water consumption, energy use, labour,
and costs for the maintenance and health of garden beds.

Tree cover along the verge can vary depending on its width of the sidewalk and position of adjacent buildings
and bridges. On wider sections of road, the organization of trees along the verge can be multiplied, creating a
double allee of trees arranged parallel to each other, utilizing the water flow over the sidewalks and into the
catchment area, ensuring a systematic and even distribution of water to tree and garden beds.

Top:

Calle Gran Via de Colon under construction , Granada, Spain
Munoz Miranda Architects, 2005-06. Image Source: Munoz Miranda Architects

Bottom:
Verges of the Calle Gran Via de Colon under construction.
Image Source: Brown + Storey, 2006
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Sidewalk Structured Verge

e Reinventing the Avenue
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Isometric drawing of a section of street with various Verge modules.
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Reinventing the Avenue

Isometric drawing of a section of street with bike lanes, lights, and canopies.

:100 @ 11x17

Scale 1
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‘ grade change or existing landscaping, the new Asphalt road surface sits on top of a layer of sidewalk, absorbing stormwater and providing
|
‘ sidewalk surface extends to the edge of the ROW concrete, built on a surface of gravel tree roots more space. ‘
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7 25.0 ,

North-Facing Section of Avenue Road between Cottingham and Oaklands.

Scale 1:75 @ 11x17
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Reinventing the Avenue

Wad
v\ IV 4
VA
4 44 4* - gV
a' " s Vi 4
a - VYT TAy
< 0 Q V=
g . - 47 %y 9
v i VA v
Vv
A T\ DK T
& 0 Ve N9 oy
A S O
<~ («0“2¢ Vv
gV - A A&"%
4 - = P 9y
44 vy | 0 N . L Rgv y
P \\‘ v
<~ N o~ 9 vV 99
= = LN TRV Wi
e Z ~ - xS ALY
& “ N 3
- o — - Ofm\\\\\ Uf; 4
<~ 4 S a
4 f\/ “~ TN Y A\ @«/ «0 ‘
N N - ~ ~< v N2 Ne , 0;;
P =8
Ly - oy AN Rl W
S M =i
vy a v - = ~ i g\\QO‘]Wr
y 4 %? v'\ = 0 “U VQQVAVA
F R e NS, SRR
\\\\\ N N Uy 7 > TS %%44 P
N4 =y VTR Y
vﬂm% Y §
‘O“O“J\“OHU“\\“U”G‘\\‘O”\O“\ [T TR ool 1o 19 \OH“DHDHU\HO“‘\‘O‘H@_’T;‘ I N ‘\‘O“““O“‘O‘HOHU“HO‘”\O‘H‘OHO\\‘O“H\O‘H‘O‘O‘Hg
“U U“M“UHO“H“U U“\\“O \U““ “UHD“HU“OH“OHUH“U;‘\DHHD \DJ\“OHOHU“‘C“\\“O‘HO‘L‘ E g |‘\C“H“U‘\U“\\OHO“\\UHO‘M“O‘\UH“OHG“\\“UU“H
YN e mEEEEE T E EEEE EE =IE S B YRR EEEIEY
IO OO /T O T Lo T T/O B ITI07 T TI] ITTI0] O 10 O o] P17 o IO I TI07 T 10| BT/ B0 O T3 Pl T Ol § RO o o T 0]  oL I o T10] B TIE o [T Ti0] oI 0, P 0] BIL1L
‘ The sidewalk surface can extend past the ROW
! into adjacent properties when the situation Water flows along the crease between the road ‘
‘ allows it, providing further pedestrian space Tree Contained within Verge Garden Bed and structured verges, collecting in storm drains i
,b 8.0 ,b 12.0 ,b 5.0 ,L
,L 25.0 ,L

South-Facing Section of Avenue Road between Cottingham and Oaklands.
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Verge Study Models

Area of Avenue Rd. and Dupont St.

Linear Park Models

Two examples of structured verges applied to a narrowed Avenue Road,
with 4 lanes of traffic, and a eastern sidewalk widened to 8 meters.
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Placement of Structured Verges.

Double lines of structured verges can be placed along stretches of the Avenue which
border parks. The Verges also contain garden beds and support a new tree canopy.

Reinventing the Avenue
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Verge Models

Area of Avenue Rd. and Dupont St.

Organizing pedestrian movement

The structured verges provide a safe barrier between pedestrians and cars,
while framing crosswalks and entrances to adjacent parks.
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Reinventing the Avenue

Responding to immediate context

The west side of Avenue Road is lined with a new tree canopy, with structured Verg-
es located only along the intersection with public parks.
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Verge Species List

Trees

Freeman Maple

Sugar Maple

Red Maple

Redmond Linden

30

Common Hackberry

Kentucky Coffee Tree

London Plane Tree

Homestead EIm

Tulip Tree

White Oak

Red Oak

Northern Catalpa

Small Flowering Trees

Serviceberry

Ivory Silk Tree

Redbud



Ornamental Grasses

Bottle Brush Grass

Brown Eyed Susan

Pearly Everlastings

Switch Grass

Little Blue Stem

New England Aster

Mountain Mint

Common Yarrow

Shrubs

Fragrant Sumac

Bayberry

Avenue Road Coalition
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Expansion of public realm on University Avenue
University Park, Evergreen & PUBLIC WORK, 2018 - Present

“The proposal would create a strip of green all
the way from Queen’s Park Crescent at Bloor R E B I RT H O F T H E P R O M E NA D E wmu‘“ EiTies
Street, past the University of Toronto’s down-

town campus and the provincial legislature, to
City Hall. “With those nine acres,”.... “it would
knit together a continuous system of 90 acres.

A proposal for ‘Canada's street’ from prominent architects PUBLIC WORK shows what fs possible in a postpandemic workd ALEX BOZIKOVIC ARCHITECTURE CRITIC n’%‘—-ﬁlm‘mh
D D s Ao come

V4

How? By turning back the clock. In the 1940s
and 1950s, University was reshaped to ac-
commodate subways and a river of car traffic.
Vehicle lanes were added; mature trees were
destroyed. The University Park proposal ....
basically reverses those changes.”

-Alex Bozikovic, “Rebirth of the Promenade”,
Globe and Mail, Nov 13%, 2020
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“University Park” , proposal to turn east
shoulder of University Avenue into public
park space.

Image Source: PUBLIC WORK
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Expansion of public realm on University Avenue
“The Art of the Avenue”, DTAH, 1989

Figure 81: University Avenue 1914, with Mature Trees
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L

Figure 51: Quesn's Park |
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Images from “The Art of the Avenue -
University Avenue Public Art Study” duTo-

it Allsopp, Hillier (DTAH), June 1989.

Image Source: DTAH
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Redevelopment

Phillipe Chiambaretta Architecte, Comité Champs-Elysées , Paris, France, 2021 -
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Phillipe Chiambaretta Architecte

Image Source:
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Avenue Road as an Urban Set Piece

Queen’s Park/ Ontario Bloor St. West and Avenue Rd.:
Provincial Legislature Current northern limit of rede-
velopment proposals
Shoreline Front St. King St. Queen St. Dundas St. College St. Bloor St.
I | I
’ f
|'I |
LB T RRLLLLE |
- i | |
/
L | '
s , | |
E 33 3 | | | |
| |
| Bloor St W to Queen’s Park :
| | \ 300 m
| I e = o ] _ i—.

University Avenue
2,600 metres from Queen’s Park to Front St. S —
Proposals like University Park extend only as far as Bloor St. West without
consideration to the situation on Avenue Road.
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Upper Canada College
Dupont St. Davenport St. St. Clair Ave.
[ |
G [
| |
| |
Davenport St to Bloor St W Dupont St to Davenport St St. Clair W to Dupont St St. Clair W to Lonsdale Rd.
700 m . 290 m 1,090 m | 470 m
,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, |
— 1 T

|

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Avenue Road
2,850 metres from Queen’s Park and Upper Canada College.
Overlooked space bounded by two large institutional roundabouts has the
potential to become a new linear park and stitch together public spaces.

Map of Avenue Rd. and University
Ave. from Front St. to Eglinton Ave.
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Privately Owned Public Spaces in Yorkville
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Outdoor Terroce Office Building
Access o 2nd,
Fleor Mall

Residential Slab
10 floors
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LAYELLING CONTEXT

Left:: Center and Right:
The Colonade forecourt on Bloor St. West Park Hyatt Colonade at Bloor St. W. Source: George
Source: Walkscore.com Baird, Built Form Analysis. 1975
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Right:

Plinth outside Aveda, Cumberland St.
Source: Brown + Storey Architects
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St. George Street Revitalization

Brown + Storey Architects, 1997
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Image Source:

Brown + Storey Architects, 2006
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Asymmetrical Avenue Road Plan

The impact of a reinvented Avenue and the corresponding expansion of the pedestrian realm will have a dramat-
ic impact on the buildings and spaces which border it. The existing park fragments are isolated from one another
by the Avenue and disconnected from the adjacent pedestrian activity. This new expansion of sidewalk width in
concert with public space provides the opportunity for a leap in quality and materiality to re-engage park space.

The typical boundary between sidewalks and park space takes the form of a grass edge, with the more varied
content of the park (large trees, manicured gardens, playgrounds, support facilities, splash pads, etc.) set back
many meters from the park edge and sidewalk. A more responsive approach would create varying widths of the
sidewalk along the park threshold, allowing it to dip in to and out of the park, thereby blurring the boundary
between them.

This reciprocity acts like a filter of relations between the two realms of sidewalk and park, with the filter space

a holding spaces with different qualities, scales, and materials. This approach can be instituted not just at the
boundary between sidewalk and park, but around the entire perimeter of parks along Avenue Road which often
circumstantially front onto laneways, left over spaces, and the sides of houses and shops. The structured verge
acts as a strong unifying formal gesture which can link the currently disparate sidewalk and park conditions along
Avenue Road.

The sloping sides of the Structured Verge direct water which gathers at “creases”, or junctures with the street or
sidewalk, flowing parallel to the sidewalk along the crease to collect in the verge’s garden beds. The verge there-
by utilizes rain fall rather than disposing of it in storm drains, reducing water consumption, energy use, labor,
and costs for the maintenance and health of garden beds.

Tree cover along the verge can vary depending on its width of the sidewalk and position of adjacent buildings
and bridges. On wider sections of road, the organization of trees along the verge can be multiplied, creating a
double allee of trees arranged parallel to each other, utilizing the water flow over the sidewalks and into the
catchment area, ensuring a systematic and even distribution of water to tree and garden beds.

580 New Trees

240% increase in sidewalk area (21,850m?)
5 meter average sidewalk width (West Side)
8 meter average sidewalk width (East Side)
4 Narrowed Traffic Lanes

2,430m? of Softscape
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Bloor St. W to Cumberland St.
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Prince Arthur Ave.
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Cumberland St. to Lowther Ave.
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Elgin Ave.
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Lowther Ave. to Boswell Ave.

Boswell Ave.

M1

Hazelton Place Retirement Residence
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Tranby Ave.

Hazelton Place Retirement Residence

Webster Ave.
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Tranby Ave. to Davenport Rd.

Davenport Rd.

Bernard Ave.
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Tranby Ave. to Chicora Ave.
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Tranby Ave. Bernard Ave.
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Davenport Rd.

Davenport Rd.
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Pears Ave.

Pears Ave.
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Entrance to Ramsden Park
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Street Commerce - The Flower Shop Block

The grouping of flower shops at the southwest corner of Avenue and Davenport is a unique space for reimagin-
ing the Avenue, as these shops with their intense and lively storefronts make the street animation of this short
block more interesting, especially given Avenue’s relative lack of street-level retail in comparison to other major
North/South streets. Given the expansion of Avenue Road’s sidewalks and the accompanying expansion of
garden space in the form of the structure verges, the unique commercial block could contribute to the beautifi-
cation of the verges and reconnected park spaces through the sale and/or donation of their products, allowing
portions of the verge to become lively flowerbeds at certain times of the year. The placement of flowers in the
verges could also act as advertising for the various flower shops.
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Proposed Plan and Elevation of the Flower Shop
Block at Avenue and Davenport, showing the
extended sidewalks
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Pears Ave.

Pears on the Avenue- Condominium
Completed 2014
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Davenport Rd. to Roxborough St. W

Chicora Ave.
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Ramsden Park

Connecting the Avenue to Yonge St. and the Don Valley

The existing buildings backing onto Ramsden Park hide a large metropolitan park. The replacement of these
buildings would provide a new frontage for the park to match its frontage onto Yonge Street, as well as establish-
ing a new relationship to discontinuous streets like Pears Avenue. New structures reaching south towards Daven-
port would re-establish a strong urban presence to Avenue Road and Davenport as a gateway site of significance
to the entire Avenue.

The expansion of the public realm on the Avenue can have a large impact on improved paths for pedestrian
movement from Yonge Street, and for the Avenue’s improved connection to the wider city. Currently connected
by a narrow gap north of Pears Avenue, the large park stretches between Avenue Road and Yonge Street, sitting
across from the Rosedale Subway Station and Aylmer Avenue which winds down the Rosedale Ravine to the Don
Valley and the lakeshore.

The new linear park on Avenue Road can have both an impact on pedestrian life and the course of future de-
velopments in the area. The many new condominiums which are being built and will be built in the future can
respond to the new linear park by creating courtyards and forecourts which orient towards the Avenue. These
extensions of the widened Avenue sidewalk can be created not only as part of individual developments, but can
be used to improve circulation within Ramsden Park.

Up to this point into the evolution of the Avenue and its possible reinvention, this new identity generated by a
public space into Ramsden Park would be a natural extension and ambition for the entire community and sur-
rounding neighbourhoods.

Existing Entrance to Ramsden Park from
Avenue Rd

Existing Entrance to Ramsden Park
from Roxborough St

The Linear Park as a Guide for Intensification

The proposed state of Avenue Road, highlighting the pathways and roads within
Ramsden Park. Scale 1:1500 @ 11x17.
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Dupont St. Sgt. Ryan Russel Parkette
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Elevated Path to Green Line

CP Railway Line

Macpherson Ave. Parkette

Macpherson Avenue

Roxborough St. W to Macpherson Ave.
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Sgt. Ryan Russel Parkette

Dupont St.

Bike Lane Design Option
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Roxborough St. W to Macpherson Ave.

Macpherson Ave. Parkette Macpherson Avenue

CP Railway Line

Elevated Path to Green Line
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Park Networks

Reconnecting fragmented public spaces along the Avenue

The current condition of parks and institutions that mark the crossroads of Dupont Avenue and the elevated
beltway (adjacent to the Canadian Pacific Rail Line), exist as separate and disjointed fragments despite their
proximity to one another. Avenue Road, with its six lanes of fast traffic and minimal sidewalk space further iso-
late this collection of public spaces. These four small parks exist more as left over space, without any particular
attention to their design, with open laneways along their edges and a bisected by the CP Rail line.

The long-term effects of this separation have meant that the isolated parks have a hostile address to the traffic
and passersby on Avenue Road. The park’s immunizing response is to avoid any program on their exterior edges
and frontages, instead front onto Avenue and other streets with bare patches of grass. This retreat explains the
current functions and furniture placement which are oriented towards a protected park interior, with the parks
indicating a reluctance to utilize their boundary spaces. Compounding this physical separation of users and
spaces, the biopolitical sense of this forced retreat from the avenue has a social / environmental impact which is
quite intentionally aimed against the pedestrian park user dominated by the car that separates the community.
This retreat of the parks from their “outside” in favour of what remains inside further diminishes any available
qualities to the meager quantity of available spaces, in what is repeated as a condition of avoidance between the
street and the park, rendering them inoperative and used only for circulation.

The expansion of sidewalk space along the Avenue provides an opportunity to connect these fragmented and
underused park spaces. The structured verges and trees which line the new Avenue will insulate the park interior
from car traffic, along with extending the green spaces of the park to the sidewalk edge. Three parks - Robertson
Davies Park, Sgt. Ryan Russel Parkette, and Jay Macpherson Green - are redesigned with a matrix pattern of dif-
ferent pavements and gardens which interpenetrate with the sidewalk surface. A small loggia structure is insert-
ed around the perimeter of each park, adding public program and sheltered spaces to the underused periphery
of the parks. The loggia structure at Sgt. Ryan Russel Parkette connects to a new pedestrian path running along
the CP Railway Corridor towards Davenport Rd and the Green Line to the west. Across the rail corridor to the
north, the loggia structure at Robertson Davies Park fits into the slope leading to the railway, creating a court-
yard space and framing the park boundaries in response to the recently completed condominium to the north.

View northeast from Avenue and Dupont, show- View east to Robertson Davies Park, with its
ing the Avenue fragmenting the park spaces retaining wall contraining pedestrian movement

Proposed Condition of Avenue Road around its Dupont Intersection, with improved
connections to the five adjacent parks. Scale 1:750@ 11x17.
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Reinventing the Avenue
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Macpherson Ave. to Cottingham St.
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Poplar Plains Cr.
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Pathway to Benvenuto PI.

Oaklands Ave. to De La Salle College

AN s

T
i |
i |
i |
i |
i |
i |
|
The Benvenuto ; |
i |
| |
i |
- i i
- i i
i |
i |
A = = i |
oA |~ b4 ~ | !
- \\ — — = I ‘
- /s > . - == S |
y N - - i \
—o / - ~N = R . re ‘ ‘
/ Ve N ~ ~ s ‘ N ‘
/ < # S . i ° i
= : - . / \ i \ i
\ i ) ~ / \ | \ i
NERES - — S DRGSR 0 / \ i \ ||
\_VI{\ / . S NS Lty _ | \ —]
2=l = 7 - — — P -7 T
u a val o N N REE :O ‘
| 7 i 3 ° ‘ LTI 1] |
1 . = |
RS SN SN N S N S ISP A BN S — — —— - e e — -~ b le———— ———— — [ S S I N O e /]
o 7 : s e e e S =
i | . . T < - RS e
\ / . \ N PR
\ s N / \ ASRAN NIV \
N / - v o ’} | "
N s — ~ A
) o o o o o - o b o o o o NN AN
T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T — —— T T T T T T T T  L— ;
TR 7 F
/\\ 2N //A\ AN A ~ N // "
\ _~ ~_ _ =7 ~—-=-"-N_ _ = N _ - \—”\ o - R N ~ — -~ T~ _ - N /’\\_'/\ — 7 N - - = \ & -7 [
N // ~ _ - — -~ = - _~ - - N _ s ~ - N / \\\/\_’/ \ ~ /,\_
- - _ - -~ == AN
— -
PN
2T T~ h ~_ - - T~ -
- \ PR - = - Voo - / ~—-T s < = /
- —~ . _ — ~ -~ - - - > - - N -7 -
B - = — N ~_ -~ - N e - o - \ S 4 - _ - L/ - N Y] N _\
- - ~ - - 4 - / N V2 Ui/ ~ — V
- p \ ~ \ - ~ \
- ~_ - N i s R 4 ~ I Ny . |
AY T A} F Al I o o |
b o ol |l |© o | o o % o |7 ) /\ o o J 1 _
7
gL .l (! T
\ \ R / \ N | /
/// 6 o | | R S T N 6 o VT AN o - ° 2 ° = - ©
e \ 4~ NI — |
5 Pl N =L - \ R
\’ -~ — < — \‘// /
’ \ 1 s - \‘\ _ - N /
- R N AT N -+ ™~ —|-
-4 -+ - _ ~ ’ 1-F-~ B
N - ~
I , \ - N
| A . . -k 1 .
o o]} | ol s : - o i
R
) I W I BERSRRIRERENIERINRVERESRRN R .
I " \ j -
~ V < o — |
e y - »>=C ‘\"\ ® _‘—g
- - - — / |
- < / bl \ \ o o - /1
- = ~ faud S _7
L / I - _ —— =) = !
| VSN _ 7)o o
_ ettt — 5 — e A
S— S — — N [e) \ //
/ \
b 4 \ \ / \ —9 l N 7
| | \ \ , N ~ -
’ 1 1] / ) Pane
1 ! / o / ~ ) o / L\‘( / S~ , oo
7 [T IT] : o !
\ - “
i1 1T IBRRMI Ll >
~ e
a4 = N Vaa ~ 7

Pathway to De La Salle College Field and Campus

De La Salle College

Linear Park Plan

0 5m

Avenue Road Coalition 71



De La Salle College

Creating public spaces along the escarpment

The walled canyon-like condition that runs along the frontage of De La Salle College, along with its narrow side-
walks and raised passages are possibly the worst condition along the entire Avenue between Bloor and St. Clair.
This hostile space pushes pedestrians between the wide Avenue and high retaining walls, with conditions further
worsened by the high speeds of vehicles travelling up and down the hill.

This steep and hostile section of Avenue Road travels along a large escarpment, which once formed the shore-
line of the glacial Lake Iroquois, Lake Ontario’s much larger predecessor. For millennia, the indigenous peoples
used the base of this escarpment as a portage route between the Don and Humber Rivers. Colonization and the
expansion of Toronto through the 19th and early 20th centuries saw the densely wooded escarpment divided
between private estates like Casa Loma and Spadina House. The City of Toronto has identified private spaces
along the escarpment such as Wychwood Park to the west, as crucial in forming a ring of park spaces around the
downtown core.

The original topography of the escarpment was heavily modified in the construction of Avenue Road, with its
original steep slope further altered by the widening of the Avenue in the late 1950’s. The gentle eroded ravines
along the escarpment were replaced with a large buttressed wall against the surrounding terrain. This contin-
uous solid wall fronts both sides of the Avenue as the escarpment rises, without any means of access to the
surrounding institutions. No freedom is given to the pedestrian to experience anything but the constant move-
ment of cars as they climb the hill. The retaining walls also prevent pedestrians from having a clear view and con-
nection with the spaces which lie beyond them, notably the lush forests surrounding the Benvenuto apartment
alock, and recreational and green spaces of De La Salle College. The challenge is how to recover and reconnect
the topography of the lake ridge which cuts across Avenue Road to create a coherent public realm and improved
circulation which better connect the surrounding buildings and green spaces.

The Linear Park along Avenue Road can stitch together latent connections and pathways along the forests of pri-

vate properties. Shown in the drawing are two paths branching out from Avenue Road. One forms a loop around

the property of the Benvenuto, a mid-century modernist housing block, connecting the Avenue westward to the

neighbourhood of South Hill. The other utilizes the existing paths of De La Salle College, a private Catholic school,
connecting the Avenue eastward to the neighbourhood of Summerhill.

Looking southeast from the bottom of the View east showing the separation of De La Salle
retaining wall around the Benvenuto College from the Avenue by the Retaining Wall

The Linear Park at the Escarpment

The proposed state of Avenue Road with paths connecting De La Salle College to the
Benvenuto. Scale 1:1000 @ 11x17.
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Linear Park at De La Salle College
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Pathway to Benvenuto PI. The Benvenuto

o]
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The sidewalk on west side of the hill, bordering the Benvenuto apartment complex, is currently raised
significantly above Avenue Road and separated from it by a steel handrail/fence. The potential here

is to establish a recessed open space with a public pathway and stair winding along the escarpment

to the entrance of the Benvenuto above, positioning a new, more generous bus station, and lowering
sidewalk to the level of the street. A linear green frieze wall will line the existing stone retaining wall of
the Benvenuto, creating a green surface with intermittent openings as a layering technique.

o+

Wk
J

055 478 GRS 245 0 <

De La Salle College 2

L4}

The wall along De La Salle College on the east side of the street is impenetrable, high, and
unfriendly as an urban element. The potential here is to interpenetrate the wall along the
Avenue by creating another recessed open space, new bus stop, a public pathway and stair
leading to the grounds of De La Salle College, generating a new identity for this otherwise
sparse stretch of the Avenue, as well as for the College, whose campus currently has little

Path to De La Salle College

engagement with the street. In similar fashion to the other side of the street, the presence
of a robust green hedge transforms the hostile retaining wall into a green wall, absorbing
runoff from the sidewalk.
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Edmund Ave. to Farnham Ave.

Clarendon Ave.
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Balmoral Ave

Amica Balmoral Club

Balmoral Ave
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Balmoral Ave. to Lynwood Ave.

Lynwood Ave.

Avenue Road Coalition
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St.Clair Ave. W
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Lynwood Ave.
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Lynwood Ave. to St. Clair Ave. W

C———
.~
N
)
¢
T
/
N
U
)
7/
N
)
/
\
J
\
¢
\
c
N
)
1

Linear Park Plan @
0 5m N

Avenue Road Coalition 83



Avenue Road - 1899
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Reinventing the Avenue

(@]
USEE S
E=——————=: =
: Cﬁumz Canapa ColLLEGE BLO®R 1 N Y
&%mw ln a A
— DT TOTSE AT
g =
- 22 | @ s | g w | 3
e e = = el e |
Wi, ﬂ. 2 ) T £3 28 =
m % E|m.hv ) 5 62 8 “ 4
(=} . -+ — = Wit
| @ 23 -~ o |al o ,m_ :
s a7 w6 | e A Bk =)
o : o 0 g
MR © | & |9 3!
m 5 e | w2z | 35 ie m.m ¢
I* T . L b demtins L
& =7 _l i ﬂ T mu w M“ﬁ“
.r L
0 B90) HxA'CIT e o
A -3 _
P — | ey —
[ H FX | ' o A4 E.
| o) —
| e o5 e Ly H
i 67 o
_ iy o S0 5 | H
_ (| 1 | £F H
| \ A 24 5 7 oL
i __ﬂ| . e
| 2 oz - A
i LV fat o &
| FETE T
! Bl |&|s T I Tl B
s ] |
[
| | _ i & | [=]
8 1# | or ]
T
H.u—.wn_"u_..”mhu_&m
Il i
A = Y 1R o
S 4 T x
Ehur._ﬂ
]
B n ST N
§ _ \
AVE =g mr = I
] Buge _._._ i __.w sl 2 a2 &.T.__ na
Mt.sﬁau i = R m“
— H Qx

O utﬁﬂu..qzﬂ G.r T

) n_ﬂi A )

ﬂvA

I
o =]
AVENUE

BEDMITND. ST

/

.7t siv

ﬂ_r...:n.:. B |

VIIT
2=

Lo deetiies
Brotik &

?.Dr.ﬂ...-m-..__.z
- -

R

i
-

LT
—_

Leecdotiadd

leede Hﬂg 2 SO +

old City Limit

GEL mnus}qu‘ =

F

s
"
1]

Eﬁdﬁgﬁ- s

CP Railway Line

=y
et
| =1ul :
T aﬂLtﬁi-‘.‘.;.‘&bhhﬁ .“.“ .
I B Rl B RS R B LY e
Rt - Ey
R v 1 I = T IO O [ =i

Inset 3: Upper Canada College
Note the larger property size.
The stretch of Avenue Road fronting
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onto the affluent neighborhood around
Upper Canada College is substantially

wider than areas to the south.
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Historical Images

Before

Avenue Road and Bloor St. W, 1930
Image Source: City of Toronto Archives

Avenue Rd. Location @
N
0 250m

Layers of landscaping and verges break
up wide street space

Urban canopy removed as a result of
street widening.

Existing

Avenue Road and Bloor St. W, 2020
Image Source: Google Earth
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Image Source: City of Toronto Archives

Lines of trees inside
Right-of-Way

Snow accumulates
on roadside and
lawns without ob-
structing pedestrians

Existing

Avenue Road and Yorkville Ave., 2020
Image Source: Google Earth

Reinventing the Avenue

6 wide lanes of
traffic leave
minimal sidewalks

Avenue Road Coalition
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Historical Images

Before

Avenue Road and Lowther Ave., 1933
Image Source: City of Toronto Archives

Avenue Rd. Location @
N
0 250m

Hedges and fences
adjacent to sidewalk

Existing

Avenue Road and Lowther Ave., 2020
Image Source: Google Earth
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Infrastructure in remaining sidewalk
space obstructs pedestrian movement
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Reinventing the Avenue

Before Existing

Avenue Road and Davenport Rd., 1938 Avenue Road and Davenport Rd., 2020
Image Source: City of Toronto Archives Image Source: Google Earth
The widened streets result in inade-
Snow accumulates Original sidewalk had quate pedestrian space, with light and
without obstructing space between utility electrical poles often placed in the
pedestrians poles and exterior walls. middle of sidewalks.
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Historical Images

Before

F7

Avenue Road and Macpherson Ave., 1959
Image Source: City of Toronto Archives

Avenue Rd. Location

The CP Railway Bridge over Avenue
at Macpherson was reconstructed to
accommodate the wider Avenue.
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Existing

Avenue Road and Macpherson Ave., 2020
Image Source: Google Earth

Current CP Railway Bridge

Inconsistent
placement
of utility poles

Highway fencing
along the Avenue
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Before

Avenue Road at De La Salle College during road widening, 1959
Image Source: City of Toronto Archives

Retaining wall for the original curb
during demolition and expansion of
Avenue Road

Existing

Avenue Road at De La Salle College, 2020
Image Source: Google Earth

Reinventing the Avenue

Sea of asphalt

All trees within Avenue Rd. Right-of-Way
have been removed- tree canopy
remains only on private properties
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Historical Images

Before

Existing

Avenue Road and Edmund Ave., 1959
Image Source: City of Toronto Archives

Avenue Rd. Location

0 250m

Pre-1960 sidewalk
during demolition

Lost space on both
sides of the Avenue

Current sidewalk

Avenue Road and Edmund Ave., 2020
Image Source: Google Earth
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Reinventing the Avenue

Before Existing

Avenue Road and Farnham Ave., 1952 Avenue Road and Farnham Ave., 2020

Image Source: City of Toronto Archives Image Source: Google Earth
Widening of Avenue Rd. removed trees, Today, guardrails are required by the city
front lawns and wide sidewalks at the to account for the dangerously inade-
Amica Balmoral Club quate pedestrian space.
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Series A-1: Urban Context
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Avenue Road - Queen’s Park to UCC
0 250m

Proposed Pilot Zone @
0 50m N

| Pears Ave. | Chicora Ave.

| McMaster Ave. | Cottingham St.

| Pears Av.

94

| Cottingham St.

| Roxborough St.

Comment

The area of focus for this report comprises Avenue Road between
Upper Canada College in the north to Queen’s Park in the south.
In addition to our examinations of this 2.5 kilometer stretch of
Avenue, we have developed in further detail a small stretch of the
Avenue extending from Pears Avenue in the south to Cottingham
Street in the north. This stretch contains several parks which have
been adversely affected by the widening of the Avenue, as well as
the intersecting CP Railway line and Green Belt.




Series A-2: 25 meter Right-of-Way

Reinventing the Avenue

Bloor St. W Davenport St. | Dupont St. cp Railway | St. Clair Ave. Heath St. W
Pilot Project Zohe
;‘ S I =TT A (A =
L - | | |
Right-of-Way Area
Road: 57,037 m? 83.6 %
Sidewalks: 8,983 m? 13.1%
Driveways: 2,261 m? 33%
Landscaping: 6,122 m? 8.9%
Right-of-Way: 68,037 m? 100 %
Pears Ave. Chicora Ave. Dupont St. | CP Railway | Macpherson Ave. | McMaster Ave. | Cottingham St. Comment
The Right-of-Way along Avenue Rd. between St. Clair and bloor
averages 25 meters. North of St. Clair to Upper Canada College,
the right-of-way expands to 36 meters in width, while sidewalks
remain just 1.5 meters wide with large spaces between both the
L Avenue and adjacent apartment blocks.
Pears Av. Roxborough St. Macpherson Ave. | Marlborough Ave. Cottingham St.
Avenue Road Coalition
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Section - North of Lowther Avenue
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Section - South of Heath Reinventing the Avenue
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Section - Ramsden Park Entrance
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Section - North of Dupont Reinventing the Avenue
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Series A-3: Sidewalk Area

| Bloor St. W

Davenport St.

Dupont St. CP Railway

Pilot Project Zone

Lonsdale Rd.

St. Clair Ave. Heath St. W

Avenue Road - Queen’s Park to UCC

0 250m
Inset @
0 50m N
| Pears Ave. | Chicora Ave | Dupont st. | CP Railway | Macpherson Ave. | McMaster Ave. | Cottingham St.
- - | | 1/ W — - |

SCYANT I

NS
== \ N - . . )\ i
N -l \ — y  —— e—— ) \
- J \
- e S = | A - — | ———
H ‘\ | ‘ ‘ A ‘ : T S 2 [ fv ]
l ) I N ) r | | | | ’ ‘L i B “‘ |
e i) ) AL J |‘i:: 1 il v R I D [
[ Pears Av. |Roxborough St. |Macpherson Ave. |Mar|borough Ave. |Cottingham St.
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Comment

The typical width of sidewalks on Avenue road is 2.5m, but this
already modest distance can be further constrained to as little as
1.4m. In addition, the sidewalk is often interrupted by obstacles
such as utility poles, reducing passable width to as little as 0.9m.
The images above show the varying conditions of the sidewalk
along Avenue road, illustrating how the Avenue’s focus on high-
speed traffic has compromised pedestrian safety and public
space.



Series A-4: Sidewalk Width

Reinventing the Avenue

| Bloor St. W Davenport St. | Dupont St. CP Railway | St. Clair Ave. | Heath St. W Lonsdale Rd.
\ Wi L =
- Insufficient sidewalk width
(<2.1 meters) - 42.9 % of length
Acceptable sidewalk width
(>2.1 meters) - 57.1 % of length
Utility Poles Interrupting the
sidewalk along Avenue Road
= Photo Source: Ken Brown, ARSC
North of Davenport Rd. on Western Sidewalk Between Chiroca and Pears Ave. on Western Sidewalk Outside Hare Krishna Temple on Eastern Sidewalk North of Cottingham Ave. on the Eastern Sidewalk
| Pears Ave. | Chicora Ave. | Dupont St. CP Railway | Macpherson Ave | McMaster Ave. | Cottingham St. Comment
TRE=lii T e e T
TTJ J ‘ L ‘ ‘( \L | hj || L L Large stretches of Avenue Road do not fulfill the City of Toronto’s
A ‘ \ \ | T | ﬁ L L — A, L5 | | 2.1 m guideline for sidewalks on major streets. In addition to the
inadequacy of the sidewalk area, poorly placed utility poles often
site in the middle of the sidewalk, further narrowing access.
! N — - - - The thin red strips in the diagrams depict show how the frequent
H AN e S N : ( [ [} ‘ i 7 / ‘ B S S placement of poles in the middle of the sidewalk disrupt pedestri-
| | ‘f% LL’LIJLA T J Jj /I / J an movement.
B — I 1 y 1 I 1
[ Pears Av. | Roxborough St. | Macpherson Ave. | Marlborough Ave. | Cottingham St.

Avenue Road Coalition
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Series A-5: Discontinuous Streets

Bloor St. W Davenport St. | Dupont St. | CP Railway St. Clair Ave. | Heath St. W Lonsdale Rd.
[

P | | —

Avenue Road - Queen’s Park to UCC
250m

0
- Streets
- Laneways

-
Inset— @ Boswell Avenue (with Boswell Parkette) Webster Avenue Pears Avenue at Ramsden Park Sidney Street at Robertson Davies Park / Rail Corridor Walker Avenue at De La Salle College
0 50m N
| Pears Ave. | Chicora Ave. | Dupont st. | CP Railway | Macpherson Ave. McMaster Ave. | Cottingham St. Comment
I ) - I IR ' V/OIE g | : - U]
) 4 ‘ The expansion of Toronto through the devleopment of narrow
| .
\_ PN — | - mm\ — U™ = - - —, i 11 parklots throughout the 19th century has led to a circumstan-
] tial and discontinuous street network filled with cul-de-sacs and
single block streets. Numerous streets and laneways of this kind
— T e = — \ . —— T = —— Iy ———~ o branch off from Avenue Road. Their low traffic volumes can allow
| T . —_— | . . . . .
| | AL / e them to be closed to cars at their intersection with the Avenue.
ol B ‘ | ‘ - | 4 1] o | This approach can be seen at the Boswell Parkette at the intersec-
Pears Av. | Roxborough St. | Macpherson Ave. | Marlborough Ave. |Cott'ingham St. tion of Boswell and Avenue (far Ieft)'
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Series A-6: Removing Lanes

| Bloor St. W

Davenport St. | Dupont St. l
|
1

Reinventing the Avenue

| St. Clair Ave.

| Heath St. W

Lonsdale Rd.

___________________________

~-.

e
e
-

-
g

| Pears Ave;
THIE

.ﬁljlt JUJIDT#&

| Chicora Ave.

| CP Railway | Macpherson Ave. | McMaster Ave. | Cottingham St.
T T (T /]
\ }‘\ \ L‘ l J J‘Lﬁ LJ LLJ ‘L,ﬁ\—[ LL
T=l -
il 1'\
[ Pears Av. [Ro

[
.

Y
x
o

Comment

Removing two traffic lanes on Avenue Road presents the best op-
: tion for substantially expanding the public realm and pedestrian
S P E—— — safety. The resulting 4 traffic lane Avenue will return many of the
/’F”ﬁ*f\\‘ L\~ 00D O ] [P % RN
‘L 41—‘ \ \\ ) ‘. N LT;‘LLF‘UJE HJJ | [ : J
L 4 W\ e - N
I ‘ mm| A 3 : L
| Macpherson Ave. | Marlborough Ave.

streetscapes which were lost during the 1959-60 widening.
| (Eotﬁnghan: St.

Avenue Road Coalition
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Series A-7: Widened Sidewalks - Symmetric

Bloor St. W Davenport St. | Dupont St. CP Railway St. Clair Ave. Heath St. W Lonsdale Rd.
Pilot Project Zonhe
e S —— | — CE—— — - : : ———y N = —_—
Avenue Road- Queen’s Park to UCC
0 250m New Sidewalk Area Area of extended sidewalks Outline of New
187 x 187 m City Hall
Road: 33,215 m? 48.7%
Sidewalks: 35,061 m? 51.3%
Proposed Pilot Zone @
0 50m N
I Pears Ave. . | I Chicora Ave. I Dupont St. I CP Railway I Mac@rrson Ave. | McMaster A\L/Je. . | Cottingham St. Comment
| 7T [ \ | ] k_‘
‘ *h‘ I A T é ‘ \ t L Hﬁ { \ [D LJ [ L ‘ LLJL Widening the sidewalks of Avenue Road by removing one traffic
{ 1 0ol 4 | A & e SR e === L S I SR . e — ﬂ l ; lane on each side of the street will reclaim more than 2.6 hectares
- - - - . e L —e e ——— e =’/ U (6.4 acres) of land for the public. These new linear park spaces

e —
A

—————— =T ——————— eSS —
(o MmN = = e R = - T - T

e

| Pears Av. | Roxborough St. | Macpherson Ave. | Marlborough Ave. | Cottingham St.

104

will yield a total of 3.5 hectares (8.6 acres), comprising slightly
over half of the total right-of-way on Avenue Road between Up-
per Canada College and Queen’s Park.



Series A-8: New Urban Tree Canopy - Symmetric

Bloor St. W

brrrernanns  cesss s
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I ] WJ ‘ S/SEVENT L H"L‘ [ o u ‘ ELJL
H g it W L L

= Bty 9% ST ARN S AE IR PR AR RTSLTEIS) OEE e

§“ QL"’ e ?« i/i%‘” Lo e T
(S

S5
> gt

ARO SR
EININE G

S A

o
e tf

ST

ISSES
e

(D g\r

é\r \(rw\ e f
AR s \\J\/ J'\,K,/ < j ﬁ/‘u

| Pears Av.

: i
| Roxborough St.

AL

| Macpherson Ave. | Marlborough Ave.

. . «’ wn - @Y . .
PSS SIS k/\/\—,/\-)\d\ﬁf\ NSNS

-t v\Jv S0y r\, r,w

[ P
B \
7 ,_J

Lw./w\ N

ﬁ

| Cottingham St.

Reinventing the Avenue

St. Clair Ave. | Heath St. W Lonsdale Rd.
%%t D A a s B B a """ R A A U LY - Ot
------ oo 3 CEETTIXLTIILELES L R L B L R LR TR E R ST Y Y S A e J
Existing Trees in R.O.W 0
New Trees 1,200
Comment

Expanded sidewalk width can create space for over 1,200 new
trees along Avenue Road between UCC and Queen’s Park. Mixing
varieties of tree species with contrasting seasonal interest will
change the appearance of the Avenue throughout the seasons
and provide imnproved shady streetscapes for pedestrians
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Series A-9: Widened Sidewalks - Asymmetric

Bloor St. W Davenport St. | Dupont St. CP Railway

Pilot Project Zone

St. Clair Ave. Heath St. W Lonsdale Rd.

Avenue Road- Queen’s Park to UCC

0 250m New Sidewalk Area
Road: 43,416 m? 56.5%
Sidewalks: 33,527 m? 43.5%
Proposed Pilot Zone @
0 50m N
Pears Ave. | Chicora Ave. Dupont St. | CP Railway | Macpherson Ave. | McMaster Ave. | Cottingham St.
T 7 y, AR ERG e S NNEE NN A G ENE S e L D ER N CTGTS0)) B O i BNV ) x
£ e - T barhn)l Ty £
Pears Av. Roxborough St. | Macpherson Ave. | Marlborough Ave. Cottingham St.
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Comment

Widening the sidewalks of Avenue Road by removing one traffic
lane on each side of the street will reclaim more than 2.6 hectares
(6.4 acres) of land for the public. These new linear park spaces
will yield a total of 3.5 hectares (8.6 acres), comprising slightly
over half of the total right-of-way on Avenue Road between Up-
per Canada College and Queen’s Park.



Series A-10: New Urban Tree Canopy - Asymmetric

Bloor St. W Davenport St. | Dupont St. | CP Railway
Pilot Project Zone

| Pears Ave. | Chicora Ave. | Dupont st. | CP Railway | Macpherson Ave. | McMaster Ave. | Cottingham St.
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[ Pears Av. | Roxborough St. | Macpherson Ave. | Marlborough Ave. | Cottingham St.

Reinventing the Avenue

St. Clair Ave. | Heath St. W Lonsdale Rd.
Existing Trees in R.O.W 0
New Trees 750

Comment

Expanded sidewalk width can create space for over 1,200 new
trees along Avenue Road between UCC and Queen’s Park. Mixing
varieties of tree species with contrasting seasonal interest will
change the appearance of the Avenue throughout the seasons,
and provide improved shady streetscapes for pedestrians.
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Series A-11: Founding Natural System

| Bloor St. W Davenport St. | Dupont St. CP Railway St. Clair Ave. Heath St. W Lonsdale Rd.
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————— ——— | ——— —— & — — = =
Jay Macpherson Robertson Amsterdam
Green Davies Park Square
Village of
Yorkville Park
Marlborough
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Ketchum Park Ramsden Park Cemetery
Park
Avenue Road- Queen’s Park to UCC Parks
. ) . Pilot Zone Park Areas
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| Roxborough St.

| Macpherson Ave. | Marlborough Ave. 7

| Cottingham St.

Comment

Extension sidewalks on Avenue Road will impact the numerous
parks in its vicinity. These parks, as well as spaces like the Green
Line and CP Railway Line, create new East-West connections for a

Avenue which has few unbroken intersecting streets.



Series A-12: Open Spaces

Reinventing the Avenue

| Bloor St. W Davenport SBidpont St. CP Railway | St. Clair Ave. | Heath St. W Lonsdale Rd.
Brown Junior PS
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Museum ucc
De La Salle College
Religious
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- Educational
| Pears Ave. | Chicora Ave. | Dupont st. | CP Railway Macpherson Ave | McMaster Ave. | Cottingham St.
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f‘*‘ P o o= e W) IASEasE ‘C“‘”’ A educational and religious institutions can be revitalized by new
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